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Summary of programmes delivered by AusIndustry
AusIndustry, a division of the Department of Industry and Science,  
is putting the needs of Australian businesses first by simplifying and 
streamlining access to information and advice. 

Businesses of all sizes can efficiently find information, services and 
links to government programmes using business.gov.au, which 
includes the 13 28 46 contact centre, or by speaking to a member  
of our national outreach services network. 

This includes insights into business improvement strategies and 
essential information on planning, starting and running a business  
as well as referrals to assistance programmes such as the 
Entrepreneurs’ Programme and the Industry Skills Fund. 

Entrepreneurs’ Programme
The Entrepreneurs’ Programme is the Australian Government’s 
flagship initiative for business competitiveness and productivity at 
the firm level. It provides practical advice and support for businesses, 
including advice from people with private sector experience; co 
funded grants to commercialise novel products, processes and 
services; funding to take advantage of growth opportunities; and 
connection and collaboration opportunities. Services and grants are 
delivered through three elements:

• Business Management – support for business improvement  
and growth

• Research Connections – support for business to collaborate  
with the research sector and connect with appropriate  
sources of expertise, technology and advice

• Accelerating Commercialisation – helping entrepreneurs, 
researchers and businesses address key commercialisation 
challenges in bringing novel products, processes and  
services to market.

R&D Tax Incentive
The R&D Tax Incentive encourages business investment in  
research and development, and for growing and sustaining 
innovative, competitive and export-orientated Australian industries. 
The programme is a generous, easy-to-access entitlement available 
to eligible businesses of all sizes in all industry sectors. The 
programme offers:

• a 45 per cent* refundable tax offset for eligible small to  
medium companies with an annual turnover of less than  
$20 million per annum

• a 40 per cent* non-refundable tax offset to other  
eligible businesses.

* With effect from 1 July 2014, a $100 million threshold applies to the R&D expenditure for 
which companies can claim a concessional tax offset under the R&D Tax Incentive. For 
any R&D expenditure amounts above $100 million, companies will still be able to claim a 
tax offset at the company tax rate. 
The Australian Government has announced its intention to change the rates of 
assistance to 43.5 and 38.5 per cent respectively.  This requires legislation.

Growth Fund
The $155 million Growth Fund is designed to support employees, 
businesses and regions affected by the closure of Australia’s car 
manufacturing operations by the end of 2017.

The fund includes three key programmes to assist businesses  
and to encourage investment in the affected regions:

• an Automotive Diversification Programme to help automotive 
supply chain firms capable of diversifying to find new markets.

• a Next Generation Manufacturing Investment Programme to 
accelerate private sector investment in high value manufacturing 
sectors in Victoria and South Australia.

• a Regional Infrastructure Programme to support investment  
in non-manufacturing opportunities in the affected regions.

Cooperative Research Centres Programme
Supports industry-led collaborations between researchers, industry 
and the community. As well as commercialising leading-edge 
research taking place in our universities and research institutions, 
CRCs are producing graduates with hands-on industry experience.

Industry Skills Fund
The $664 million Industry Skills Fund will provide 250,000 training 
places and support services over five years. The fund will assist 
Australian industry to access training and support services so 
Australia will have the highly skilled workforce it needs to adapt to 
new business growth opportunities, rapid technological change and 
market driven structural adjustment.  The fund will prioritise small 
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), including micro businesses.  
In addition, the fund is investing in building the skills and capacity  
of Australia’s youth. This programme is delivered by the Australian 
Government Department of Education and Training and is available 
through business.gov.au.
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Venture Capital Programmes
Fund managers may register Venture Capital Limited Partnerships 
(VCLPs) or Early Stage Venture Capital Limited Partnerships 
(ESVCLPs). Registration entitles a fund to flow-through tax 
treatment including, in some cases, a complete tax exemption for 
investors on their share of the fund’s income. The Australian 
Government’s Innovation Investment Fund (IIF) is closed to new 
applications however several funds established under the 
programme have capital to invest in early stage ventures.

Australian Small Business Advisory Services
Established not-for-profit organisations, such as Registered Business 
Organisations, will be funded under the Australian Small Business 
Advisory Services programme to improve their capacity to deliver 
low-cost advisory and information services to small business. Small 
businesses will be able to access a range of advisory services, across 
five business solutions streams: funding avenues and financial 
analysis; building your business; making the most of your talent and 
team; management capabilities; and digital engagement 
implementation. This programme is delivered through the single 
business service on behalf of the Treasury.

Tradex
Provides up-front customs duty and GST exemptions at the time of 
import. The exemptions apply to eligible imported goods intended 
to be exported or incorporated into other goods to be exported.

Enhanced Project By-law Scheme
Provides import duty concessions on eligible goods imported across 
single or multiple shipments for major projects in the mining, 
resource processing, agriculture, food processing, food packaging, 
manufacturing, gas supply, and water supply industries. The scheme 
is aimed at projects with eligible goods worth $10 million or more.

Manufacturing Transition Programme
Provides grants for Australian manufacturers to undertake capital 
investment projects to support expansion or transition into higher 
value or knowledge based manufacturing activities. Grants fund up 
to 25% of eligible costs for projects with a minimum investment  
of $4 million.

Automotive Transformation Scheme
Provides $1.94 billion in cash payments to the automotive industry, 
including motor vehicle producers, component producers, machine 
tool and automotive tooling producers and service providers. The 
Automotive Transformation Scheme encourages competitive 
investment and innovation to place the industry on an economically 
sustainable footing in a way that improves environmental outcomes 
and workforce skills.

Textile, Clothing and Footwear  
Corporatewear Register
Allows employers to register non-compulsory occupational clothing, 
thereby avoiding liability for fringe benefit tax and allowing 
employees to claim the cost of such clothing as a tax deduction.

Certain Inputs to Manufacture
Provides import duty concessions on certain imported raw materials 
and intermediate goods that form inputs to an Australian 
manufacturing process.

Regional Innovation Funds
Providing support to stimulate investment and diversify the 
economic and employment base in the regions of Tasmania 
(Australian Government Innovation and Investment Fund), Geelong 
(Geelong Region Innovation and Investment Fund) and Melbourne’s 
north (Melbourne’s North Innovation and Investment Fund).

How to contact us
business.gov.au
An online resource for the Australian business 
community, business.gov.au offers simple and 
convenient access to government information, 
forms and services. It’s a whole-of-government 
service providing essential information on 
planning, starting and growing your business.

business.gov.au · 13 28 46
business.gov.au · 13 28 46 provides businesses, 
including independent contractors, with a first 
point of contact to access information and 
referral services.

AusIndustry national outreach 
services network
We have staff in more than 20 offices across 
Australia, providing a professional and trusted 
face-to-face service to business. Members of our 
network can link businesses to relevant 
assistance programmes as well as provide 
expert advice and information. For information 
on how to contact us visit  business.gov.au/
contact-us.
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